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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 169489 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINS, PDIP, SY, US 

SUBJECT: INCIDENT AT SYRIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 

1 . CONSULAR SECTION OF SYRIAN EMBASSY WAS PARTIALLY RAN- 
SACKED BY AS YET UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS AFTERNOON JULY 5. 

GROUP APPARENTLY ENTERED PUBLIC AREA OF EMBASSY IN GUISE OF 
VISA APPLICANTS AND BEGAN DESTROYING FILES, PICTURES AND 
FURNITURE IN CONSULAR AREA. THERE WERE NO RPT NO INJURIES 
AMONG EMBASSY STAFF, ACCORDING TO SYRIAN AMBASSADOR. 

POLICE HAVE MADE ELEVEN ARRESTS AND, WITH REINFORCEMENTS 
ON SITE, ARE HOLDING DEMONSTRATORS MINIMUM OF 500 FEET FROM 
CHANCERY. 

2. IN ADDITION TO CHANCERY, SY IS ARRANGING UNIFORMED PRO- 
TECTION FOR AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE AND SYRIAN MISSION IN 
NEW YORK. AMBASSADOR KABBANI TOLD ARN THAT SITUATION UNDER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONTROL AT MOMENT AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAUNDERS IS 
CALLING HIM TO EXPRESS OUR REGRETS AT THIS MOST UNFORTUNATE 
INCIDENT. 

3. WE WILL REPORT FURTHER DETAILS WHEN AVAILABLE. WE HAVE 
NO CONFIRMED WORD REGARDING IDENTITY OF ATTACKERS. SENTI- 
MENT IS, OF COURSE, RUNNING HIGH IN SOME CIRCLES OF 
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AMERICAN LEBANESE COMMUNITY IN LIGHT OF FIGHTING IN 
BEIRUT. 

4. SUGGEST YOU INFORM APPROPRIATE SYRIAN OFFICIALS, 

EXPRESS OUR PROFOUND REGRETS AND ASSURE THEM THAT WE ARE 
TAKING APPROPRIATE ADDITIONAL PROTECTIVE MEASURES. WE WILL 
OF COURSE, PROVIDE THEM WITH FURTHER DETAILS WHEN AVAIL- 
ABLE. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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